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obliged him to permit the young gentlemen (with leave of the late President)
to carry their books and other business to be transcribed at their own houses,
by winch means several papers and accounts have been mislaid. To remedy
this evil and prevent anything of this kind for the future we purchased
Mr. Court's house and have ordered desks, presses and conveniences of all
sorts to be maae for the use of the several pubiick offices of the settlement.
191.   Before we close this head we think it necessary to take notice that
we are in great want of assistants, being obliged to entertain a great number
of monthly writers to bring up the business.
192.   Mr. Drake has been made acquainted of your orders hi his favor,
prior to which he had informed the Board he should return to Europe this
year; accordingly he takes his passage on the llchester.
193.   Mr. Watts leaves India at the same time and returns to Europe by
the above mentioned ship.   Mr. Becher designs going home on the Warren
and Mr. Collett on the London.
194.   In our advices last season we omitted the mention of our having
requested the Reverend Mr. Henry Butler (who came out on the Grantham
for Bencoolen) to stay at this place and officiate as Chaplain of the settlement
till we heard from Europe, to which he assented.   If ^our Honours have not
belore the receipt of this letter engaged the chaplains for this Presidency we
beg leave to recommend Mr. Butler to be appointed on our establishment as
his deportment during his residence here has been extremely satisfactory to
the Board and to the settlement in general and his behaviour in every res-
pect very becoming his profession,   if two chaplains are engaged and sent
out for this place before this letter reaches Your Honors we then beg leave
to recommend that the Reverend Mr. Henry Butler may succeed MX. Paik
as Chaplain at Fort St. George, which will be more agreable to him than
going to Bencoden,
Seventhly, touching accompts
195. We shall be careful to transmit Your Honors a state of the quick
stock of this Presidency by every ship agreable to your orders.
1%. The account of the loss sustained by the Company in consequence
of the late calamity would have been so imperfect that we thought it useless
to send it home; we shall however form as near a statement as we can of that
loss and transmit it by the latter ships of this season.
197. Mr. William Rider, Sub-Accomptant, on the 14th instant sent in
a letter to the Board setting forth the inutility of ballancing the present
general books, erroneous as they are, and submitted to our consideration
whether they should be baUanced to the 30th April 1758 or transmitted open,
and a reform of the errors incurred for want of the cash and treasury and
other accounts of 1755 be immediately undertaken and a sett of correct books
commencing from April 1755 got in readiness to be forwarded by the first
ships of next year, As the ballancing of these books would be no impediment
to drawing out a correct journal aftex the dispatch of this year's ship and
as we do not know if sending home the books open would be approved of